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A 67-year-old man with ischemic heart disease and severely
reduced ejection fraction underwent coronary angiography
for a non-ST-elevation myocardial infarction. Angiography
revealed a lesion in the proximal left anterior descending
(LAD) artery (Video 1). The angiographic appearance of
the lesion did not unequivocally identify its nature, the
possibilities being a complex dissection or a recanalized
thrombus. Optical coherence tomography (OCT) was there-
fore performed (Figure 1 and Video 2). The unusual image
obtained confirmed the presence of multiple lumens in the
LAD, apparently following recanalization of a thrombus.
Angioplasty of the LAD was accordingly performed and a
drug-eluting stent was placed, with an excellent final result
(Videos 3 and 4).
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Figure 1  Optical coherence tomography imaging of the lesion
showing multiple lumens in the vessel, suggesting a recanalized
thrombus.

2174-2049/© 2017 Sociedade Portuguesa de Cardiologia. Published by Elsevier Espana, S.L.U. All rights reserved.


dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.repce.2016.04.012
http://www.revportcardiol.org
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.repce.2016.04.012&domain=pdf
mailto:mnmenezes.gm@gmail.com

396

M. Nobre Menezes et al.

Thrombus recanalization can sometimes give rise to
angiographic images of considerable complexity, suggesting
etiologies that pose greater technical challenges, such as
complex dissections. Intracoronary imaging methods such
as OCT can clarify the nature of such lesions and enable
appropriate treatment, avoiding technically more complex
approaches that could potentially have iatrogenic conse-
quences.
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Supplementary material associated with this article can be
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